
Tuesday 31st January 2017 



Welcome to our Phonics 
Information Evening 

 The aim of this evening is to give you a clear picture of 
how we approach the teaching of phonics and word 
recognition and how, as a parent or carer, you can 
support and encourage your child at home.  

 

 At Manor Farm Infant School we use a systematic phonics 
programme called Letters and Sounds. Letters and Sounds 
is divided into six phases, with each phase building on the 
skills and knowledge of previous learning.  



Phase 1 



Phase 1 
 To learn how to discriminate different sounds.  

 Children are encouraged to listen to musical instruments 
and environmental sounds whilst developing their 
vocabulary.  

 We include learning through story, rhyme, drama and 
song.  



Phase 2 



Phase 2 
 We begin teaching phase 2 once we feel the children are ready 

to hear the different sounds the letters of the alphabet make.  

 We teach the sounds in a specific order which allows children 
to build words. 

 Children have a phonics session 4 times a week which lasts 15 
minutes. During these sessions the children learn one sound, 
where they hear the sound, see what the sound looks like and 
introduced to how it is formed. 

  We use as many different resources as possible to engage the 
children, eg. sound bags, active games, whiteboard activities, 
pair work, puppets. 



Phase 3 



Phase 3 
 Children will begin to learn phase 3 once they have a 

secure knowledge of around 19 sounds. 

 This phase teaches: 

 digraphs (two letters but one sound ‘ch’ ‘sh’) 

 trigraphs (3 letters that make one sound ‘ear’ ‘igh’) 

 Alongside this the children are taught tricky words to 
help develop reading fluency.  



Phase 4 



Phase 4 
 No new graphemes are introduced. 

 Instead children blend an increasing number of 
sounds together in order to read.  

 They become more confident and skilled in reading 
and spelling words with a greater number of letters 
and graphemes.  



Phase 4 
In Phase 4 words are often referred to in relation to 
how many vowels and consonants they contain. 

 CVC Words  'cat'  

 CVCC Words 'help'  

 CCVC Words 'crab'  

Read and spell some polysyllabic words: driftwood 



Phase 4 
During Phase 4, the following tricky words (which can't 
yet be decoded) are introduced: 

  
said 
have 
like 
so 
do 

some 
come 
were 

there 
little 
one  

when 
out 

what 



Phase 5 



 New graphemes are introduced:  

Phoneme /a/ 

 

 

Phase 3: ai as in rain. 

 

Phase 5: ay as in play. 



Split diagraphs 



Pseudo (nonsense) words 



Alternative pronunciations 



Alternative spellings 



Phase 5 
During Phase 5, the following tricky words (which can't 
yet be decoded) are introduced: 

  
oh 

their 
people 

Mr 
Mrs 

looked 
called 
asked 
could 



Phase 6 



Phase 6 
 Children are taught past tense, past tense (irregular verbs) 

 Children learn how to use the following suffixes: 
  

-ed jumped, cried, stopped,  
-ing looking, coming, thing, 
-er never, better, 
-est tallest, shortest, 
-s/es clothes, birds, plants, 
-ly suddenly, lovely, carefully, 
-y funny, chatty, 

 
  

-ness, hopelessness, 
forgetfulness, 
-ment enjoyment, 
requirement, achievement, 
-ful joyful, cheerful, 
successful, 
-less homeless, priceless, 
-en loosen, 

  



Phase 6 
 Children to be taught to spell polysyllabic words 
grandmother, fantastic, 

 Children to learn and practise writing common words last, 
please, mother,  

 Children to be taught a range of memory strategies for 
spellings. 

 Children to be taught how to proof read. 

 Children to be taught contractions using the common words 
– that’s, I’ve. 

 Children to be taught how to use a dictionary.  



Phase 6 
  Children to be taught common spelling pattern – that an 
‘or’ sound before an ‘l’ is usually spelt with an ‘a’. 

 Children to be taught difference between their and there.  

 Children to be taught a range of memory strategies for 
spellings. 

 Children to be taught rules for common positions of a 
phoneme/grapheme, e.g. ai/oi do not occur in ends of words 
so are changed to the ay/oy grapheme. 

 Children to be taught common spelling pattern ‘W Special’; 
that when an ‘o’ sound follows a ‘w’ it is represented by letter 
‘a’.  



Phase 6 



 Tips For Reading 
 Choose books that your child is genuinely interested in. 

For example, there are lots of football stories, or space 

stories, or animal stories! 

 Pick a quiet and appropriate time to read.  

 Creating a relaxed environment can help nervous 

readers. 

 Talk about the story. 

 “What do you think this book is going to be about?” 

 “What do you think will happen next?” 

 “Do you like this story? Why?” 



 Tips For Reading 
 Identify tricky words before you start reading. 

 Reading the trickier words together before you start reading 

will give them the confidence to read them during the story. 

 Give them time to decipher the words. 

 Not rushing them will increase their confidence and allow 

them to learn the process of segmenting and blending.  

 Give them positive praise for their effort! 





Flashcards 
 Flash and say the word / sound them out 

 Matching pairs 

 Snap 

 Say the word and splat/jump on it 

 Flip It– flip the word, look at the word, say it out loud, 
say the letters, flip it back over and then write the 
word on paper 

 

 

 

 

 



Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check 



Games to play 
 Spelling Word Race  

Race each other to write a word from the spelling list – will need 
a third person to read out the words. 

 Spelling puzzles 

Cut up the word looking at the spelling patterns and then put the 
word back together in the correct order e.g. 

 

 

 

 

 

sh e ll 

sh e ll 



Games to play 
 Stair Steps – write the words as if they are stairs, adding one 

sound at a time 
c    b   
ca    br 
cat    brigh 
    bright 

 Write spellings out using paint, crayons, bath crayons, window 
pens etc. 

 Write spellings in sand, cornflour, flour, shaving cream etc. 

 Type them on a laptop or tablet 

 Use a voice / video recorder on electronic device to have your 
child spell out each word. Can they say it in a deep or high voice? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Games to play 
 Word searches 

 Spelling Races 

 Look out for spellings in their reading books, on signs 
etc. 

 Use magnets to make words on the fridge 

 Letter stamps 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Useful Phonics Websites 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Power of the mind 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I cnduo't bvleiee taht I culod aulaclty uesdtannrd 

waht I was rdnaieg. Unisg the icndeblire pweor of 

the hmuan mnid, aocdcrnig to rseecrah at Cmabrigde 

Uinervtisy, it dseno't mttaer in waht oderr the lterets 

in a wrod are, the olny irpoamtnt tihng is taht the 

frsit and lsat ltteer be in the rhgit pclae. The rset can 

be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it whoutit a 

pboerlm. Tihs is bucseae the huamn mnid deos not 

raed ervey ltteer by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. 

Aaznmig, huh? Yaeh and I awlyas tghhuot slelinpg 

was ipmorantt! See if yuor fdreins can raed tihs too. 



Thank you for listening. 
Any questions? 


