
  
Policy on Supporting Gifted and Talented Children   

  

Rationale  

The term 'gifted' refers to a child who has well developed learning skills in an academic area/s and achieves 

at a high level. The term 'talented' refers to a child who excels in one or more specific fields i.e. sport or 

music.  

At Manor Farm Infant School we aim to provide a curriculum that is appropriate to the needs and abilities of 

all our children. We plan our teaching and learning in such a way that we enable each child to achieve the 

highest level of personal achievement.  

  

Aims  

• To give all our children every opportunity to achieve the highest of standards.   

• To recognise and support the needs of our children.   

• To challenge and extend children through the work that is set them.   

• To enable children to share their gifts/talents with their peers.  

           

Principles for inclusion   

In planning and teaching, teachers will have due regard for all the following principles:  

• Setting suitable learning challenges  

• Responding to pupils' diverse learning needs   

• Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.   

• Providing a curriculum which challenges, motivates and rewards them.  

     

Broad Guidelines  

We use a range of strategies to identify pupil needs.  

In practical classroom terms most able children are likely to present themselves to teachers in one or 

another of the three groups:  

• Those whose outstanding ability is so evident that teachers seek to develop specific strategies to 

cope with their high ability.  

• A much larger group of children with high levels of ability and achievement.  

• Children with high levels of ability, but who are not achieving at a high level. Able pupils can 

have/be:  

• Good all-rounders  

• High ability in one area only  

• Of high ability but with low motivation  

• Of good verbal ability but having poor writing skills  

• Very able with a short attention span  

• Very able with limited interpersonal skills  

• Keen to disguise their abilities  

• SEN  

• Behavioural difficulties  

  

Aptitude in English is identified when children:-  

• demonstrate high levels of fluency and use of wide vocabulary in conversation   



• use research skills effectively to draw together information.   

• read and respond to a range of texts at an advanced level.   

• see issues from a range of perspectives.   

• possess a creative and productive mind using analytical skills when engaged in discussion.   

           

Aptitude in maths is identified when children: 

• explore a range of strategies for solving problems.   

• show a curiosity when working with numbers and investigating problems.   

• see solutions quickly.   

• work flexibly and establish their own strategies.   

• enjoy manipulating number in a variety of ways.   

• are able to hypothesise and explain functions.  

          

Teaching Styles  

         Teachers plan to meet the needs of all children through:  

• class activities which allow children to respond at their own level.   

• extension activities which broaden a child's learning in a particular skill or knowledge area.   

• group/individual activities within a common theme that reflect a greater depth of understanding and 

higher level of attainment.   

• using a variety of organisational strategies including whole class, mixed ability groups and same ability 

groups. These strategies support children in their learning and cater for the needs of able children.   

• Through different types of questions to extend their thinking skills.   

  

Out of class activities  

• We offer a range of extra-curricular activities for children. These offer gifted and talented children the 

opportunity to further extend their learning in a range of clubs.   

• The children also have the opportunities to experience a range of educational visits that further enrich 

and develop learning.   

  

Management Strategies  

The Head, Deputy and subject co-ordinators track the provision and practice within the school for gifted and 

talented children through:-   

• looking at teachers' plans to ensure suitable tasks and activities are being planned for gifted and 

talented children across all curriculum areas.   

• tracking the progress of gifted and talented children through regular discussion with teachers and test 

data analysis.   

• supporting staff in identification of gifted and talented children and providing advice and support to staff 

on teaching and learning strategies when needed.   

• carrying out regular classroom observations of teaching and learning.   

• regularly sampling children's work.   
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