
Spruce Class – Meet the Teacher 

A warm welcome back to a new school year. We hope that you all have had an enjoyable summer 

holiday. We are very excited to be working with every child in Spruce Class, getting to know them as 

individuals and helping them to grow here at Manor Farm Infant School. 

Spruce Class teachers this year are Mrs Natarajan (Year 2 AM and Spruce class PM) and Mrs 

Woodstock (Year 1 AM) who are supported by Mrs Dymott, Mrs Owen-Drew and Mrs Lloyd. 

Below is information for you on things that we will be implementing in Spruce over the forthcoming 

weeks: 

Home reading –  

Please encourage your child to read regularly at home because it greatly enhances their learning.  It is 

really important to discuss and ask questions about the book with your child as well as just reading it 

e.g. What do you think will happen next? How is the main character feeling?  

The children have been given a reading book with a coloured sticker on and a home school diary. Your 

child’s reading diary will contain a description of the colour your child is working within. When your 

child moves to the next colour we will stick in the next colour description. The diary is for you to write 

any comments about your child’s reading, please note that there is one page per week. We like reading 

your comments and will check these weekly so please let us know how your child is progressing. We 

will allow the children to change their own book daily once they have finished it at home and a 

comment has been written in the diary. Please ensure that the reading diary is in your child’s book 

bag every day.  

Spellings –  

Soon, children will be given a set of spellings each Monday to stick into their home school diaries. 

These will then be tested the following Monday and a new set given. Please try and practise these 

spellings at home with your child each week.  

If your child would like to do their own writing at home, please do not spell words out for them. Please 

encourage them to sound words out. It does not matter if they are not spelt correctly.   

Homework –  

For Year 2s, maths homework will be given once a week. For Year 1s, maths and phonics homework 

will be given on alternate weeks. It will be relevant to and consolidate the learning that has taken 

place that week. It will be handed out on Thursdays and collected in by Tuesday for marking. Please 

feel free to include a comment on how you felt your child did. 

P.E –  

P.E. days will usually be on a Wednesday and Thursday, although because we have to teach P.E. 

outside this is weather dependent. Therefore, there will occasionally be sessions that run on other 

days. Please can you make sure your child always has their full P.E kit in school - including plimsolls or 

trainers - and that each item is labelled.  

Topic – This term a majority of our work will be based on topics beginning with “No One Quite Like 

Me.” Each topic will last half a term. Normally, we would invite children to bring in objects that are 

related to the topic, but unfortunately this is not possible at the moment.  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

No One Quite 

Like Me 

Theatre and 

Arts 

Dinosaurs Weird and 

Wonderful 

Pirates Journeys 



 

Reward system –  

We will continue to reward good behaviour, good effort and excellent work with house points, Dojo 

points and our rainbow chart. 

Library –  

Normally, we would allow children to visit the library weekly to choose their own weeks. 

Unfortunately, this is not possible at the moment. Please continue to read your own books at home 

and write a comment in the reading diary.  

Fruit and water –  

We encourage the children to bring a small snack of fresh fruit or vegetables to eat at mid-morning. 

The snack should be in a small pot that is clearly labelled.  Please can they also bring a named bottle 

of plain water to drink every day. Please do not keep water bottles in book bags so that we can keep 

the book bags and contents dry.  

Book Bags –  

Children will need to have their book bags in school every day. Please check your child’s book bag and 

email for letters and relevant information that may be sent home. This is more likely to be on a Friday. 

Lunches –  

Please can you make sure that your child knows whether they will be eating a school lunch bag or a 

home lunch box. Please be aware that we have children with severe nut allergies in the school, so 

please do not send in anything with nuts, including chocolate spread.  

Drop Off and Pick Up –  

Please note that Spruce class drop off time is 8:45am and pick up at 3pm at the front gate. We always 

like to be sure that the children are safe – part of that is knowing that they are going home with the 

right people. If someone other than the child’s parents are collecting that day, please could you either 

tell us or write a note in the home school diary. If it is a regular arrangement, please could you write 

a letter with the details. Otherwise, it is school policy to phone the parents before we can release the 

child.  

Queries –  

Due to Coronavirus, it is harder to have detailed conversations at the gate. If you have any concerns 

or queries, please write a note in the home school diary or ring or email the school office and it will 

be passed to us.   

 

Many thanks and we look forward to working with you and your child this year. 

Mrs Natarajan, Mrs Woodstock, Mrs Dymott, Mrs Owen-Drew and Mrs Lloyd 

Spruce Class staff   


